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The President's Page 
The Nebraska Ornithologists' Union is now entering its 56th year. We are 
one of the oldest state bird organizations in the United States and we are still 
growing and striving toward greener fields. 
There are many problems facing us. First, there is the membership. We 
need more members. In 1901 we had 103 members; in 1955 we have 175. 
Nebraska has more than doubled in population since 1901, yet our organiza-
tion has only increased 60 percent. Today when bird study is the number one 
out-door hobby of America, the N.O.U. should have a membership of over 200. 
Have you done your part by getting a new member? Remember this is your 
organization and it can only grow with your help. 
Your executive committee hopes to be able to present to you a new, modern, 
up-to-date constitution. Our present constitution was written in 1899 and has 
never undergone a complete revision. It is also hoped that the N.O.U. can 
become incorporated as this will put our organization on a firm legal basis. 
The check-list committee is hard at work and we will have a nearly complete 
manuscript to show at the 1956 meeting. 
In this issue you will find a brief outline on what we need to know about 
the Dickcissel. I hope everyone will try to answer some of these questions 
and thus help increase our knowledge of the Dickcissel. 
Here's to a summer of good birding! 
Bill Rapp 
WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE DICKCISSEL 
The executive committee of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union picked the 
Dickcissel (Spiza americana) as the research problem for 1955-56. Here are 
some of the things you should watch for: 
I. Arrival of Migrants in Spring 
A. Do both sexes arrive at the same time? 
B. Do the resident birds arrive at the same time as the transient birds? 
C. Over how long a period of time do migrants arrive? 
II. Territory 
A. What is the average size of a territory? 
B. Do male and female both roost in the territory? 
III. Pair Formation 
A. How soon after arrival does pair formation take place? 
B. Does the male have more than one female? 
IV. Nest Building 
A. Which sex selects the nesting site? 
B. Do both sexes build the nest? 
C. Are all pairs of Dickcissels building nests at the same time? 
D. How many nests are built per season? 
V. Egg laying and' Incubation 
A. When is the first egg laid? 
DICKCISSEL-
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B. At what hour of the day are eggs laid? 
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C. What is the average number of eggs in a clutch? The maximum? The 
minimum? 
D. When does the female begin to incubate? 
E. How long does it take the eggs to hatch? 
F. Do both sexes brood the eggs? 
G. How much time per day is spent in brooding the eggs? 
H. How much do the eggs weigh? 
VI. Care and Feeding of Nestlings 
A. What percentage of the pairs hatch their first set of eggs? 
B. How often do the parents bring food to the nest? 
C. When do feathers start to develop? 
D. Where do the parents forage for food? 
VII. Abandonment of the Nest 
A. When do the young leave the nest? 
B. Do they scatter for the first day? 
C. Do the parents remain together after the young have left the nest? 
VIII. Leaving of Birds in the Fall 
A. Do they leave all at once? 
B. Is there a fall increase in population due to migrants from the north? 
C. Does weather seem to be an important factor in fall migration? 
D. How late in the fall do they stay? 
These are only a few of the many questions for which answers are needed. 
The Dickcissel is a very abundant bird in Nebraska and perhaps you can 
contribute to our knowledge by being able to answer some of these questions. 
Bill Rapp 
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Meetings and Reports 
THE FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING.-TheFifty-fourth Annual 
meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union and Third Tri-State Ornitholo-
gists' Convention was held in Sioux City, Iowa, at the Mayfair Hotel, May 14-
15, 1955. Hosts were the Iowa Ornithologists' Union and Sioux City Bird Club. 
The South Dakota Ornithologists' Union was the third group participating. 
The following papers were presented Saturday, May 14: 
Some Experiences with Grackles-Dr. John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
Preliminary Notes on the Nesting of the Pine Siskin in Eastern South 
Dakota-Dr. Herbert Krause, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
How the Amateur can Contribute to Ornithological Sciences-William F. 
Rapp, Jr., Crete 
Some Experiences with Birds in the Falkland Islands-Dr. O. S. Pettingill, 
Jr., Wayne, Maine 
Winter Bird Observations near Brookings, South Dakota-Dr. Gerald' B. 
Spawn, Brookings, South Dakota 
The Present Status of the Pinnated and Ruffed Grouse in Iowa-Elden B. 
Stempel, Des Moines, Iowa 
Nests, Nestlings and Parent Birds (Colored Slides)-Willis Hall, Yankton, 
South Dakota 
Wild Flowers of South Dakota (Colored Slides)-Melvin Wheeler, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota 
Birds Through Pictures-C. G. Pritchard, Lincoln 
The dinner speaker was Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, President of the Wildlife 
Management Institute of Washington, D. C. His main plea was to keep wild-
life areas in the present form and not allowing them to be destroyed by water 
held back by dams. 
Pictures were displayed by Mr. Pritchard and study skins were exhibited by 
W. R. Felton, Jr., of Jefferson, South Dakota. 
BUSINESS MEETING.-At the N. O. U. business meeting Mrs. Florence 
Patton, Treasurer, reported a total of $721.00, and a membership of 155 
divided as follows: 116 active, 23 sustaining, 7 life, and 9 honorary members. 
The following committees were appointed by President W. E. Eigsti: 
Auditing, Warren Chase and Burton Nelson; Resolutions, Mrs. Earle Lion-
berger and Lloyd Seabury; and Nominations, Vera Maunder and Mrs. Paul 
Heineman. Officers for the coming year are: 
President: William F. Rapp, Jr., Crete 
Vice President: Henry Sather, Lincoln 
Secretary: Mrs. John Lueshen, Wisner 
Treasurer: Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, Hastings 
Editor: Doris Gates, Chadron 
Custodian: Mary Lou Hanson, Lincoln 
Mrs. Lueshen and others were commended for their part in the Tri-State pro-
gram and work of the past year. 
W. E. Eigsti was appointed Publicity Chairman by President W. F. Rapp. 
The group decided upon Kearney for the 1956 Annual Meeting. Dr. J. C. W. 
Bliese of the Nebraska State Teachers College of Kearney was appointed local 
chairman. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.-Since the year officially begins 
with January 1, the Treasurer's Book should be audited in January and the 
report printed in the April Issue of the Review. The need for such a move was 
explained by Mrs. Florence Patton who has been treasurer for several years. 
The group also decided that each membership dollar should be divided as 
follows: 80¢ for the Review, 5¢ for the check list, 5¢ for the library, and 10¢ 
for general expenses. 
ANNUAL FIELD DAY, 1955.-The field day held Sunday morning began 
at 5 :00 and 7 :00. There were several groups and they were divided so that ad-
jacent parts of the three states were covered. The composite list having a total 
of 123 kinds follows: Pied-billed Grebe, White Pelican, Double-crested Cormor-
ant, Great Blue Heron, American Egret, Eastern Green Heron, Mallard, Pin-
tail, Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, Baldpate, Shoveller, Wood 
Duck, Redhead, Canvas-back, Scaup, Western Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Bob-white, Pheasant, Sora, Coot, Kill-
deer, Wilson's Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Greater Yellow-
legs, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Baird's Sandpiper, Stilt Sand-
piper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Hudsonian Godwit, Wilson's Phalarope, For-
ester's Tern, Least Tern, Black Tern, Mourning Dove, Horned Owl, Night-
hawk, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Eastern Belted King-
fisher, Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Downy 
Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern Phoebe, Least Flycatcher, Wood Pewee, H 0 r n ed L a I' k 
Tree Swallow, 'Bank Swallow, Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Crow, Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-
breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Eastern 
Bluebird, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Mirgant Shrike, Starling, 
Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Tennessee 
Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern Water-
Thrush, Blue-winged Warbler, Yellow-throat, Chat, Wilson's Warbler, Ameri-
can Red'start, English Sparrow, Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Western Mea-
dowlark, Yellow-head'ed Blackbird, Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, 
Bronzed Grackle, Cowbird, Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, 
Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, Goldfinch, Red-eyed Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, 
Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Lincoln's 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow. 
Greetings 
The honor of becoming Editor of the Nebraska Bird Review is a challenging 
one. The hope is that the high standard of the Magazine can be maintained 
and improvements can be made. The purpose is to record and distribute infor-
mation which you, the members, gather; and to stimulate members not only to 
make observations but to report them. Let us work together to make our ac-
counts accurate, and yet let us not deny the unusual which is true.-Doris 
Gates, Nebraska State Teachers College, Chadron, Nebraska. 
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Spring Field Day 1955 
The annual spring field day was held either May 7 or 8. The following 
people took part in their respective areas: Alexandria, W. J. Chase reporting; 
Antelope County, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury and Ann, Mrs. George Sea-
bury; Crete, Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Rapp, Jr.; North Platte, Tout Bird Club of 
North Platte; Scotts Bluff County, Nature Lovers' Club; and Superior, Mar-
ian Day and Mrs. Earle Lionberger. Other Spring Field Day lists will appear 
in a later issue. 
GREBES, PELICANS, and CORMORANTS 
HORNED GREBE, Scotts Bluff (1). EARED GREBE, Alexandria; Ante-
lope (2), North Platte (4); Scotts Bluff (7). WESTERN GREBE, Scotts 
Bluff (20). PIED-BILLED GREBE, Alexandria; Antelope (3). WHITE PEL-
ICAN, Alexandria. DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT, Alexandria; North 
Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (35). 
HERONS and BITTERNS 
GREAT BLUE HERON, Alexandria; North Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (5). 
EASTERN GREEN HERON, Alexandria; Antelope (2); North Platte (2). 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON, Alexandria. AMERICAN BITTERN, 
Antelope (4); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (2). 
DUCKS and GEESE 
MALLARD, Antelope (1); North Platte (7); Scotts Bluff (11). BLUE-
WINGED TEAL, Alexandria; Antelope (28); Crete (2); North Platte (18); 
Scotts Bluff (26); Superior. GADWALL, Alexandria; Antelope (2); Scotts 
Bluff (2). BALDPATE, Alexandria; Antelope (6); North Platte (4). 
SHOVELLER, Alexandria; Antelope (5); North Platte (28); Scotts Bluff 
(18). REDHEAD, Antelope (1); North Platte (2) . CANVAS-BACK, North 
Platte (2). LESSER SCAUP DUCK, Alexandria; Antelope (4); North 
Platte (20). BUFFLE-HEAD, Antelope (2). RUDDY DUCK, Alexandria; 
Antelope (8); North Platte (5). 
HAWKS and EAGLES 
RED-TAILED HAWK, Scotts Bluff (3), SWAINSON'S HAWK, Alexan-
dria; Antelope (1). AMERICAN ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK, North Platte. 
MARSH HAWK, Alexandria; Antelope (3); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (2); 
Superior. OSPREY, Alexandria. PRAIRIE FALCON, Scotts Bluff (1). 
SPARROW HAWK, Antelope (3); North Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (11); 
Superior. 
GROUSE, QUAILS, and PHEASANTS 
GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN, Antelope (1); North Platte. BOB-
WHITE, AlexandTia; Antelope (6); Scotts Bluff (3). PHEASANT, Alex-
andria; Antelope (7) ; Crete (1); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (37). 
SHOREBIRDS 
SANDHILL CRANE, Scotts Bluff (30). SORA, Alexandria; Antelope (1). 
AMERICAN COOT, Alexandria; Antelope (32); Crete (18); North Platte 
(3); Scotts Bluff (15); Superior. SNOWY PLOVER, Antelope (1). KILL-
DEER, Alexandria; Antelope (5); Crete (3); North Platte (9); Scotts Bluff 
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(20); Superior. LONG-BILLED CURLEW, North Platte (2). UPLAND 
PLOVER, Antelope (9); North Platte (6). SPOTTED SANDPIPER, Alex-
andria; Antelope (3); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff. SOLITARY SAND-
PIPER, Antelope (2). WESTERN WILLET, North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff 
(32). GREATER YELLOW-LEGS, Antelope (1); North Platte (2). LESSER 
YELLOW-LEGS, Alexandria; Antelope (19); Superior. PECTORAL SAND-
PIPER, Alexandria; Antelope (1); Crete (8). BAIRD'S SANDPIPER, Alex-
andria; Antelope (32); North Platte (2). LEAST SANDPIPER, Antelope 
(1); Superior. DOWITCHER, Antelope (1); Crete (2); North Platte (3). 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER, Antelope (4). MARBLED GODWIT, Alex-
andria; North Platte (6). SANDERLING, Alexandria. AVOCET, North 
Platte (8); Scotts Bluff (6). WILSON'S PHALAROPE, Antelope (28); 
North Platte (4); Scotts Bluff (72). RING-BILLED GULL, Alexandria; 
North Platte (8). FRANKLIN'S GULL, Alexandria; Antelope (88); Crete 
(10); North Platte (8); Scotts Bluff (44); Superior. FORESTER'S TERN, 
North Platte (8). COMMON TERN, Scotts Bluff (20). BLACK TERN, 
Alexandria. 
DOVES 
WESTERN MOURNING DOVE, Alexandria; Antelope (120); Crete (26); 
North Platte (27); Scotts Bluff (316); Superior. 
OWLS 
HORNED OWL, Alexandria; Scotts Bluff (1). WESTERN BURROW-
ING OWL, North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (1). 
SWIFTS and KINGFISHERS 
CHIMNEY SWIFT, Alexandria; Crete (6); Superior. EASTERN KING-
FISHER, Alexandria; Scotts Bluff (4). 
WOODPECKERS 
FLICKER, Alexandria; Antelope (34); North Platte (2); Superior. RED-
SHAFTED FLICKER, Scotts Bluff (14). RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, 
Alexandria; Superior. RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, Alexandria; Ante-
lope (24); Crete (5); Superior. HAIRY WOODPECKER, Antedope (1); 
Scotts Bluff (2). DOWNY WOODPECKER, Alexandria; Antelope (2); 
Scotts Bluff (4) ; Superior. 
FLYCATCHERS and LARKS 
EASTERN KINGBIRD, Alexandria; Antelope (25); Crete (4); Scotts 
Bluff (1); Superior. WESTERN KINGBIRD, Alexandria; Antelope (21); 
Crete (2); North Platte (3); Scotts Bluff (3); Superior. CRESTED FLY-
CATCHER, Alexandria; Antelope (1). EASTERN PHOEBE, Alexandria; 
Antelope (3); Scotts Bluff (1); Superior. SAY'S PHOEBE, Scotts Bluff (1). 
LEAST FLYCATCHER, Alexandria. HORNED LARK, Alexandria; Ante-
lope (5); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (49). 
SWALLOWS 
VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW, Scotts Bluff (10). BANK SWALLOW, 
Alexandria; North Platte; Scotts Bluff (7). ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW, 
Antelope (15); Crete (5); North Platte (3). BARN SWALLOW, Alexandria; 
Antelope (17); Crete (4); North Platte (14); Scotts Bluff (39); Superior. 
CLIFF SWALLOW, Antelope (8); North Platte (1). PURPLE MARTIN, 
Alexandria; Superior. 
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CROWS and JAYS 
BLUE JAY, Alexandria; Antelope (69); Crete (17); North Platte (8); 
Scotts Bluff (19); Superior. MAGPIE, Antelope (1); Scotts Bluff (59). 
CROW, Alexandria; Antelope (27) ; Crete (6); North Platte (5); Scotts Bluff 
(17) ; Superior. 
TITMICE and NUTHATCHES 
CmCKADEE, Alexandria; Antelope (7); Crete (7); Scotts Bluff (23); 
Superior. TUFTED TITMOUSE, Alexandria. 
WRENS 
HOUSE WREN, Alexandria; Antelope (13); Crete (10); North Platte; 
Scotts Bluff (13); Superior. BEWICK'S WREN, Ale~andria. ROCK WREN, 
Scotts Bluff (1). 
MOCKINGBIRDS and THRASHERS 
MOCKINGBIRD, Alexandria. CATBIRD, Alexandria; Superior. BROWN 
THRASHER, Alexandria; Antelope (33); Crete (10); North Platte (4); 
Scotts Bluff (30); Superior. 
THRUSHES 
ROBIN, Alexandria; Antelope (70); Crete (15); North Platte (8); Scotts 
Bluff (48); Superior. OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH, Antelope (3); North 
Platte; Scotts Bluff (3); Superior. GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH, Alexandria; 
Antelope (2). EASTERN BLUEBIRD, Antelope (7). MOUNTAIN BLUE-
BIRD, Scotts Bluff (1). 
GNATCATCHERS and WAXWINGS 
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, Alexandria. CEDAR WAXWING, Ante-
lope (25). 
SHRIKES and STARLINGS 
NORTHERN SHRIKE, Alexandria. MIGRANT SHRIKE, Antelope (5); 
Crete (2); Scotts Bluff (1). WHITE-RUMPED SHRIKE, North Platte. 
STARLING, Alexandria; Antelope (30); Crete (5); North Platte (45); Scotts 
Bluff (37); Superior. 
VIREOS 
WARBLING VIREO, Alexandria; North Platte (3). 
WARBLERS 
YELLOW WARBLER, Alexandria; North Platte; Scotts Bluff (2); Super-
ior. MYRTLE WARBLER, Antelope (2). AUDUBON'S WARBLER, Scotts 
Bluff (7). BLACK-POLL WARBLER, North Platte (1). OVENBIRD, 
Superior. NORTHERN WATER-THRUSH, Antelope (1). YELLOW-
THROAT, Alexandria; Antelope (2); Crete (2); Scotts Bluff (2). 
WEA VER FINCHES 
ENGLISH SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (75); Crete (46); North 
Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (500); Superior. 
BLACKBIRDS and TANAGERS 
EASTERN MEADOWLARK, Crete (4). MEADOWLARK, Alexandria; 
Antelope (89); Crete (15); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (156); Superior. 
YELLOW HEADED BLACKBIRD, Alexandria: Antelope (1); Crete (5); 
North Platte (12); Scotts Bluff (8); Superior. RED-WING, Alexandria; 
Antelope (2000); Crete (33); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (108); Superior. 
ORCHARD ORIOLE, Alexandria; Antelope (1); Crete (1). BALTIMORE 
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ORIOLE, Alexandria; Antelope (3); North Platte (1); Superior. BUL-
LOCK'S ORIOLE, Alexandria; Scotts Bluff (1). BREWER'S BLACKBIRD, 
Scotts Bluff (22). BRONZED GRACKLE, Alexandria; Antelope (68); Crete 
(46); North Platte (10); Scotts Bluff (68); Superior. COWBIRD, Alexan-
dria; Antelope (89); Crete (4); North Platte (21); Scotts Bluff (2); 
Superior. WESTERN TANAGER, Scotts Bluff (1). 
GROSBEAKS, FINCHES, SPARROWS, and BUNTINGS 
CARDINAL, Alexandria; Antelope (4); North Platte (3); Superior. 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK, Alexandria. INDIGO BUNTING, Alexan-
dria. LAZULI BUNTING, Scotts Bluff (1). DICKCISSEL, Alexandria; 
Crete (27). COMMON HOUSE FINCH, North Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (12). 
PINE SISKIN, Antelope (7); Scotts Bluff (6); Superior. GOLDFINCH, 
Alexandria; Antelope (16); Crete (3); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (32); 
Superior, RED-EYED TOWHEE, Alexandria; Crete (2); Superior. ARCTIC 
TOWHEE, Antelope (2); Scotts Bluff (11). LARK BUNTING,Scotts Bluff 
(4). SAVANNAH SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (9); Crete (1). VES-
PER SPARROW, Scotts Bluff (1). LARK SPARROW, Alexandria; Ante-
lope (29); North Platte (10); Scotts Bluff (54); Superior. SLATE-COL-
ORED JUNCO, Scotts Bluff (1). CHIPPING SPARROW, Alexandria; 
Antelope (32); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (6); Superior. CLAY-
COLORED SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (36); Crete (1); North Platte; 
Scotts Bluff (6); Superior. FIELD SPARROW, Antelope (8). HARRIS' 
SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (4); Crete (3); Superior. WHITE-
CROWNED SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (3); North Platte; Superior. 
GAMBEL'S SPARROW, Scotts Bluff (23). WHITE-THROATED SPARROW, 
Alexandria; Crete (1). SONG SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (3); Crete 
(1). 
General Notes 
SUMMER NOTES FROM LINCOLN.-During the period from August 1 
through August 5, 1954, the author stayed in a cabin on the tract of land that 
formerly was Epworth Lake Park, near Lincoln, Nebraska. From 5 :00 a.m. 
to 9 :00 p.m. each day the birds observed in the park were recorded. The 
weather varied between the extremes of 65-104 degrees with partly cloudy to 
overcast skies on August 1-4 and intermittent rain on August 5. The following 
fifty-four species were recorded (those species for which no number is cited 
were fairly common throughout the park). Red-tailed Hawk (1), Great Blue 
Heron (1), Green Heron (5), Killdeer (2), Spotted Sandpiper, Mourning 
Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo (2), Great Horned Owl (1), 
Chimney Swift, Kingfisher, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker 
(2), Red-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Eastern 
Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Phoebe, Wood Pewee, Purple Martin, Barn 
Swallow, Crow, Blue Jay, Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nut-
hatch, House Wren, Brown Thrasher, Catbird, Robin, Bluebird (2), Wood 
Thrush (2), Bell's Vireo (2), Red-eyed Vireo (1), Warbling Vireo (1), 
Northern Yellow Throat, House Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Orchard 
Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, Eastern Meadowlark, Western 
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Meadowlark, Cowbird (2), Starling, Cardinal, Goldfinch, Rose-breasted Gros-
beak, Blue Grosbeak (2), Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Towhee (3), Chipping 
Sparrow.-Donald Williams, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
SNOWY OWLS.-There were seven reports of Snowy Owls in Nebraska 
during the winter of 1954. No reports came after January 1, 1955. Burton Nel-
son of Hastings sent the following: November 11, a Snowy Owl was reported 
between Hastings and Doniphan. November 22, a farmer near Harvard brought 
the bird to the Hastings Museum. The owl was mounted for exhibition. It is 
very dark with many heavy, prominent, black bars and it is very large. Decem-
ber 28, C. C. Koop of Aurora found a Snowy Owl dead in his pasture. It had 
been dead too long to preserve. The bird was very thin. It had few scattered 
bars on the wing coverts and sides of the breast. 
Following are the other reports: Holdrege, November 22, S/Sgt. Leo A. 
Galloway; Hampton, December, Mrs. Kermit Swanson (picture submitted); 
Springview, December, Mrs. E. C. Logan; Peru, Eddie Pharoah; Omaha, 
Ralph Velich (one had eaten a 6 3/8 inch garter snake and another a mouse). 
COMMON HOUSE FINCH NESTING IN LINCOLN COUNTY.-The nest 
of the Common House Finch was located near the top of a small spruce in 
North Platte. It was about 12 feet from the ground, about a foot from the top 
of the tree. The nest was reported April 27, 1955, but the bird had been there 
about a week.-Doris Gates, North Platte, Nebraska. 
FALL NOTES FROM HASTINGS.-The following fall (1954) observations 
were recorded by members of the Brooking Bird Club in the Hastings area: 
Green Heron (Sept. 20), Bob-white (Nov. 8), Snowy Owl (Nov. 11), Ruby-
throated Hummingbird (Sept. 20), Northern Flicker (Sept. 28), Red-shafted 
Flicker (Oct. 10), Least Flycatcher (Oct. 20), Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sept. 
6), Brown Creeper (Oct. 30), Olive-backed Thrush (Oct. 1), Townsend's 
Solitaire (Nov. 14), Golden-crowned Kinglet (Nov. 11), Ruby-crowned King-
let (Sept. 27), Red-eyed Vireo (Sept. 16), Pine Grosbeak (Dec. 12), Slate-col-
ored Junco (Nov. 8), Tree Sparrow (Nov. 8), Field Sparrow (Sept. 20 and Dec. 
25), Harris's Sparow (Nov. 8), Pink-sided Junco (Dec. 6) .-Burton Nelson, 
Hastings, Nebraska. 
SPRING NOTES FROM LINCOLN.-Spring 1954 in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
was marked by subnormal rainfall with a consequent drying up of many of 
the important mud-flats and ponds. The number and variety of shore birds 
was much less than in the previous three years. For example, although the 
author made a continued effort to find the Red-backed Sandpiper, no speci-
men of this species was seen; whereas in the past two years this bird had 
been quite common. Nevertheless, a few records of birds not seen within the 
past few years were collected. A Common Loon (Gavia immer) was observed 
regularly on one of the Oak Park Lakes from May 2 to May 16. The bird was 
obviously a young male with incompletely developed markings. It was seen by 
a number of the members of the Audubon Naturalists' Club. A Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron (Nyctanassa violacea) was discovered by Don Williams on May 
4 and later seen on that date and on May 6 by the author. The bird was found 
on the border of a pond set in a heavily wooded area on the Partington 
Farm near Lincoln. A Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) was seen by Don 
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Williams and the author in Epworth Park near Lincoln on May 9. Piping 
Plovers (Charadrius melodus) were fairly common from April 22 to May 6 
along the edges of the nearly dried-up ponds on North 27th Street road north 
of Lincoln.-Henry E. Baumgarten, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
NOTES FROM CHERRY COUNTY.-During the summer of 1954 following 
a hail storm, we noted that our Baltimore Orio.les had deserted their first 
nest which had been built at the top of a cottonwood and took up a new loca-
tion at the north side of the tree. A pair of Eastern Kingbirds left their home 
tree and took over the deserted oriole nest. There was no outer alteration of 
of the nest. All the duties of rearing a family proceeded in the usual order 
until a large bull snake crawled up and destroyed the young kingbirds. 
Each summer, as the weather grows hotter and drier, snakes come in from 
the hills and raid the nests in the trees and shrubs. If the first nests are not 
broken up by storms, the young birds might be fledged ah~ad of these rlaids. 
We make every effort to get the snakes before they reach the nests but often 
we fail to note the frantic danger cries until it is too late. 
From our observations, we believe the prolonged heat during the past 
summer was responsible for the failure of many bird eggs to hatch. Four-
teen eggs in a quail's nest which was exposed to the afternoon sun became dry 
and transparent and did not hatch. Four eggs in the nest of a Blue Grosbeak 
located on the west side of a small cedar were deserted at th.:! end of the 
regular incubation period. The Barn Swallows, usually busy with a brood of 
five, fed but two young; and only one young Baltimore Oriole of the two 
hatched lived to leave the nest. 
The Long-billed Curlews have increased in numbers in this area. A nest was 
found on a hillside sloping to the west. Although in plain sight, the colors 
of the brooding female blended so well with the surrounding vegetation that 
she was almost invisible. The nest which was constructed of grass and located 
in a small hollow of sand was protected by two clumps of bunch grass. Four 
speckled, greenish-white eggs lay with small ends inward in a cloverleaf 
pattern. We were astonished at the huge size of these eggs. 
Discovering that he could approach the nest without disturbing the brood-
ing curlew, my husband placed his hand under her wing. Riding by on follow-
ing days, he continued to experiment and determined to band her. After the 
third attempt, the bird remained quiet and the banding was accomplished. 
We checked on the nest from day to day, but the downy young birds slipped 
away into the protecting grass leaving only the empty shells as evidence of 
their departure.-Mrs. Donald Held, Elsmere, Nebraska. Editor's Note: Mr. 
and Mrs. Held live in the southeastern corner of Cherry County not far from 
the Halsey Forest, and their "shrubbery and many cedar trees make a sort of 
oasis among the open hills." 
NOTE FROM BEATRICE.-A Hawk Owl (American Hawk Owl) which 
remained for about a week, was identified January 17, 1955. It perched on a 
very high limb, but one of the three days that we noticed it, the light was just 
right to make the identification positive. We thought at first it might be a 
falcon, but not after we saw him the third time.-Mary Sturmer, Beatrice, 
Nebraska. 
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SONGBIRDS IN YOUR GARDEN. John K. Terres. Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company, 432 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N.Y., 1954: xvi 274 pp. $3.95. 
A number of mediocre books have appeared in recent years alleging to 
teach the reader the art of attracting birds. Coming after so many ill-advised 
efforts, it is a real pleasure to find Mr. Terres' fine book on the bookshelf. 
Some typical chapters are: Feeding Birds to Attract Them, Birdhouses in 
Your Garden, Offering a Drink and a Bath, The Care and Feeding of Young 
Birds, Ornamental Plantings for Birds, etc. The book is very well written, . 
carefully documented with the experiences of others in bird-attracting, and 
packed full of useful and clever aids for both the beginner and the expert. It 
is the opinion of this reviewer that anyone maintaining a feeding tray, set-
ting out bird houses, or in any way attempting to lure birds to his yard will 
profit by the reading of this book.-HEB 
